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<0ur third difficulty is very much of the same kind. For though
some of the Church Fathers have, along with the Platonists, believed
that the Angels are corporeal (which led to the Later an Council! s
conclusion that they could be depicted}, and entertained the same
belief with regard to the rational soul, which some of them indeed
thought was conveyed to each man from his progenitor ; they never-
theless maintained that Angels and the soul alike thought; hence
they seem to have believed that this could be effected by corporeal
motions, or even was identical with those very corporeal motions,
from which they in no way distinguished thinking. The thinking of
monkeys, dogs, and other animals seems to confirm this; for dogs
bark in their sleep, as if they were chasing hares or rushing at
robbers; and they are aware when awake that they run, and whm
dreaming, that they bark: though, with you, we recognize that there is
nothing in them distinct from their bodies. But if you deny that
the dog knows that it is running or thinking, besides the fact that
this is an unproved assertion, the dog himself might perhaps pass a
similar judgment with respect to us, that we forsooth are unaware
that we run and think, when we run or when we think. For
firstly you do not behold the dog's internal mode of operation, just
as he is not directly aware of yours, and secondly there is no lack of
men of great attainments who at the present day concede reason to
the animals or have in previous ages done so. So far are we from
believing that all these operations can be satisfactorily explained by
mechanism, without imputing to them sensation,, life, and soul, that
we are ready to stake anything in proving that that is both an
impossibility1 and an absurdity. Finally there are not lacking those
who are likely to assert that man himself also is without sensation
and understanding, and that all his actions can be effected by means
of dynamical mechanisms and do not imply mind at all, if apes, dogs,
and elephants can discharge all their functions in virtue of this
mechanism; since, if the limited reasoning power of the brutes
differs from human reason, it does so only in degree, and this implies
no difference in essence.

Our fourth difficulty tenders the knowledge of the Atheist*, lohich
- he asserts to be absolutely certain and, judged according to your
canon, most evident, ivhen he makes the statements: if equals be
taken from equals, the remainders are equal; the three angles of a
rectilinear triangle are equal to two right angles, and thousands
similar; for he cannot frame those statements mentally ivithout
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